
PRIM Pasoh a centre for forest ecology research
KUAI A KLAWANG Ever since its
estahlishment in 1929 the Forest
Research Institute of Malaysia
FRIM has been synonytnous with
forest conservation and ecology in
the country

However notmany people are
aware of the FRIMsimportantrole
in protecting the Malaysian forests
through research on its ecology

For them forest is merely the
flora that supplies oxygert to vari
ous species of fauna

The reserve forest at Pasoh in

Negeri Sembilan is made up oflow
land jungles rarely found in other
countries

Maintained by the FltlM in col
laboratiorl with the Negeri
Sembilan Forestry Department
the forest is located about 8 Mlo
metres from Simyang Pertang and
two and half houre drive by road
from Kuala humyur

FRIM Pasoh is renowned for
studies ozt lowland biodiversity an
ecosystems and has been declarea
as an International Biosphere
Reserve under the MAB Nan and
Biosphere Programme

The main attractisn at FltlM
Pasoh is its 50 hectares of natural

and preserved jungle ecology that
functions as an arboretum for
reeearch and education on botarli
cal plants 7 tis comprises 340 000
trees from 814 species of sizes not
less than 1 centimetre in diameter

The forest is home to 95 per cent
of the tree species in Malaysia One

quarter of the nation s palrn tree
plantation is located heee

The facilities at FltlM Pasoh
include a hostel and seminar room
apart from a gmalllaboratory cum
library which has Internet facility
for research work

As the FRIM station is egtaipped
with a generatorvisitors rteed riot
wozzy about the electricity supply
riespite being in the middle of the
jungle A 30 metre high Ti ee
Tbwer Canopy Walhway System
built by Jayanese experte in 1992 is
another attractionin the forest and
the only one of its Mnd itl Malaysia

FRIM Seinor Research Otficer
Wan Mohd Shuhri Wan Ahmad
said the tower monitors the climat
ic changes and provides data on it

It also measures the quantity of
carbon dioxide in the forest he
added The tower has equipment to
gauge the temperature sound and
moisture which gre available at
every 6ve metres of the structttre
On the top there is t1 wind 8auge to
measure the syeed of the wind as
well as a rainwater grauge to mea
sure the amount of rainföll in the
aTGa

When asked to cornznerlt 11
FRIM Pasohb contrihutiozt to the

society Wan Shukri saitl thcse
could be traced to economic sncial
and environmental aspects

Trorn the social asyect FlllM
provides the place for education
and research for those who come to

gain knowledge on torest ecology

Manv zeseatcheas f ortt wnrldwide

came hea e to citrry otit Lltt ir studies
011 ftlröSC ecology Itt cctntarkerl

Unrler thtt econt mic aspect
FRIM allows ti v people including
gltlversity graduates to work on
contrnct üa the relevantfields

Tlais Itelps them üt ht oadening
klteir knowledge in forest ecology
wltilt also earuittg an inconae

Wazt Shukzi further said that
the FltlM Pasoh also contributed to
ettvizx nzttental conservat ion by
ntttint ütting the j ungle ecology

In its eiforts to achieve success
FRIM Pasoh is on its way to becom
ing a cenkre of ezcellettce for the
ropical Ifcology Research and
Intetuational Fvrest Biological
Couase flFI3C Bernama
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